
1020 RED BANKS ROAD, SUITE 150  GREENVILLE, NC 27858 
www.nceast.org

NORTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY TIER SYSTEM 

The North Carolina Department of Commerce annually ranks the state’s 100 counties based on 
economic well-being and assigns each a tier designation. The 40 most distressed counties are 

designated as Tier 1, the next 40 as Tier 2 and the 20 least distressed as Tier 3. This tier system is 
incorporated into various state programs to encourage economic activity in the less prosperous areas 

of the state.  
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Source: Calculated by the NC Dept. of Commerce, Labor & Economic Analysis Division. For programmatic purposes, these 

annualized average wages have been calculated using the most recent four quarters of available Quarterly Census of Employment and Wage (QCEW) data as of January 

2019 (2017 Q3 through 2018 Q2). 
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